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continent: for the incontinent, in consequence of some ex*
cess, does not adhere to reason 5 and the other, in conse-
quence of some deficiency; but the continent adheres to it,
and does not change from either cause. But if continence is
good, both the opposite habits must be bad, as they appear
to be: but because the one appears in few persons and
seldom, in the same manner as temperance seems to be only
opposed to intemperance, so does continence to inconti-
nence,

5. But since many expressions are used from resemblances,
the continence of the temperate man has followed from their
resemblance: for the continent man is inclined to do no-
thing contrary to reason for the sake of bodily pleasures,
and so is the temperate ; but the former possesses, the latter
does not possess bad desires ; and the character of the latter
is not to be pleased contrary to reason, but of the former, to
feel pleasure, though not to be led by it. The case is the
same with the incontinent and intemperate; they are dif-
ferent, but both follow bodily pleasures: the one thinking
that it is right, the other not thinking so.

CHAP. X:

The fifth question, whether the prudent man can be incontinent.
A comparison between incontinence and vice,

I. IT is impossible for the same man to be at once prudent
and incontinent: for when a man is prudent, he has been
shewn to be at the same time morally good. Again,, a man
Is not prudent from merely knowing, but from being also
able to act 5 but the incontinent is not able to act. But
nothing hinders the clever man from being incontinent;
whence some men now and then seem to be prudent, and
yet incontinent, because cleverness differs from prudence in